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Renovated Arcata Fire Station Taking Shape 

McKinleyville Site Slated Begin This Summer 

  

ARCATA, CA- (April 22, 2015) – The renovation of the Arcata Fire Station remains on track for completion 

in July. According to Fire Chief Desmond Cowan, “The really obvious progress is occurring now with the 

new apparatus bays being formed and the second-story dormitory being framed. It’s awesome to be able to 

see new building taking shape.” The Arcata station is being modernized and expanded to provide dormitory 

spaces and living quarters as well as new offices and training space for the personnel. According to Cowan, 

“The interior walls have been framed and work is well under way on the second story. The changes that 

happen in the next couple of weeks will be pretty dramatic.” A new apparatus bay that can support dorms has 

been constructed and the tower for the historic bell will be framed soon. 

  

After years of planning for a new station on Sunset Avenue, the District staff, Volunteers, and Board 

members redirected the project after studying nearly 14,000 incidents that occurred over seven years within 

the District. “Looking at the data, it was obvious that Sunset wasn’t the right place and it was also too costly. 

Modernizing Arcata and the McKinleyville Station serves all of our residents and doesn't require a bond 

measure or other tax funds,” said Cowan. “The collaboration of District and Volunteers is what is making this 

a reality.” The Arcata Fire District owns the land next to the McKinleyville Fire Station as well as the fire 

station which will be expanded into a new headquarters station. The property on Central Avenue was 

acquired by the District when Frank Toste served as Fire Chief. 

  

Costs for the modernization are being underwritten by the Arcata Volunteer organization. The projects have 

been made possible through the fundraising efforts of the Volunteers and generous donations from many 

residents and businesses in the community. Chief among these are the generous bequests from the Orvamae 

Emmerson estate and the estate of Lilly Lucchesi as well as the support of the Humboldt Area Foundation and 

the Arcata Economic Development Corporation.  Multi-year partnerships with Sunrise Rotary of Arcata and 

Soroptomists of Arcata contributed greatly as have many private donations. The administrative staff of the 

District will move into the McKinleyville Station once the expansion is completed.  
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For more information about the Arcata Fire District visit www.arcatafire.org or follow us 

on  /ArcataFire &  /ArcataFire 

http://www.arcatafire.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ArcataFire
http://www.twitter.com/arcatafire

