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MULTI-UNIT STRUCTURE FIRE WITH FATALITY 
 
ARCATA, CA- (September 10, 2014)- At approximately 1:00 this afternoon, Arcata Fire 
Protection District was dispatched to a structure fire at a multi-unit residence on the 2200 
block of Alliance Road. Upon arrival, the first in officer reported heavy black smoke 
coming from the back of the residence from one unit and light gray smoke coming from a 
second unit with flames showing in the front of the structure.  It was reported that one of 
the apartments was occupied at the time of the fire.  AFPD conducted a search of the units 
and at that time crews found the deceased in one of the apartments.  The fire damaged a 
total of three units.  The fire is currently under a joint investigation by AFPD and Arcata 
Police Department.  No other injuries have been reported. 
 
Multiple agencies assisted in extinguishing this fire.  “Without the assistance of 
neighboring agencies this fire would have been difficult to extinguish,” explains Battalion 
Chief Campbell.  AFPD responded with four engines and two chief officers and 14 
firefighters.  Humboldt Bay Fire responded with one chief officer and one engine, Blue 
Lake Fire Department responded with one chief officer and one engine, Cal Fire responded 
with two engines to assist with coverage in the AFPD area. PG&E assisted with securing 
the utilities and Arcata – Mad River Ambulance responded to the scene as well.  The 
Arcata Police Department is assisting Arcata Fire with the investigation. 
 
With this tragedy, AFPD would like to remind everyone to have a home escape plan and to 
practice your plan.  “Part of reviewing your home escape plan is to ensure you have 
working smoke alarms in each sleeping room and to test them once a month,” explains Fire 
Prevention Specialist Jenny Williamson.   
 
      ### 
 
For more information about the Arcata Fire Protection District visit www.arcatafire.org or 
follow us on  /ArcataFire &  /ArcataFire 


