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BENEFIT ASSESSMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS CONTINUATION 

 
ARCATA, CA- (December 27, 2013)- At the 
December 17th District Board meeting, the Board 
received a report of the recommendations made as 
a result of the recently concluded Benefit 
Assessment Citizen Review process. The 
Committee was comprised of Kent Bishop, Ken 
Cook, Leroy Murrell, Julie Vaissade-Elcock, and 
Pat Sheehy. They were selected to serve after 
screening overseen by Dan Hauser and Linda 
Sundberg. 
 
During the review meetings, the Committee was presented with information on the status 
of the Fire District in 2006 prior to the successful passage of the Assessment, the current 
needs of the District, financial reports and budgets, and staffing and operations information. 
At the conclusion of the December 5th meeting, the Committee discussed the process and 
made the following recommendations to the District Board: 

1.      Continue the 2006 assessment at the current level with no change 
2.      Explore additional sources of revenue for the District including the possibility of 

an additional assessment in the future 
3.      Conduct another Citizen Review Committee in 5 years (during fiscal year 

2018/19) to allow for citizen oversight 
According to Committee member Julie Vaissade-Elcock, “This was a very transparent 
process and it was clear to me that we needed to continue the progress being made by the 
Fire District. The District needs to be ready to take the next steps in staffing and 
modernizing.” Leroy Murrell stated, “If I have an emergency at my house, I want our 
firefighters to be equipped and ready. The Benefit Assessment has been a real plus for the 
community.” 
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Fire Chief Desmond Cowan thanked the panel for their dedication and their willingness to 
participate in the process. “We are really grateful for the time spent by the Committee. 
They asked us a lot of focused questions and were very diligent in looking out for the 
community. It is clear to me that we have tremendous public support for continuing our 
current course and for laying the foundation for future growth in our District.” 
 
      ### 
 
For more information about the Arcata Fire Protection District visit www.arcatafire.org or 
follow us on  www.Facebook.com/ArcataFire 


