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Fire Destroys Abandoned House 

 

Arcata, CA- (February 21, 2015)- Just before 6:00 a.m. today, Arcata Fire District was 

dispatched to a reported structure fire off Heindon Road in Arcata. The initial report of the 

fire described it as a fully involved structure in a field near Highway 101 on the south 

bound side. The house is well-known as the graffiti-covered structure that was moved when 

the Mad River Bridge was rebuilt. The house has been unoccupied for several years. 

 

The first engine on scene confirmed that the house was fully involved with fire coming 

from all openings of the building.  “Due to the extent of the fire, we immediately went to a 

defensive attack” explained Fire Captain Gary Savona. “This fire was difficult to 

extinguish due to the limited access and the lack of fire hydrants in the area” explains Fire 

Chief Desmond Cowan.  Fire apparatus were used to shuttle water from the Valley West 

area to Arcata's water tender.  

 

Arcata Fire District responded with four engines, one water tender, 17 fire fighters and two 

chief officers.  Blue Lake Fire responded with one water tender, Humboldt Bay Fire 

responded with one engine and a chief officer to assist with district coverage, and 

Humboldt County Sheriff's Department responded to assist with the investigation. 

 

No injuries have been reported and there were no reports of any individuals inside the 

structure at the time of the fire.  The structure was completely consumed by the fire and 

Arcata Fire and the Sheriff's Office are working together on the investigation.  

 

      ### 

 

For more information about the Arcata Fire Protection District visit www.arcatafire.org or 

follow us on  /ArcataFire &  /ArcataFire 
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