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SAFETY ALERT 
 
ARCATA, CA- (July 17, 2014)- As electronic cigarettes grow in popularity, so do the 
number of fires.  Throughout the Nation there have been several reports of E-cigarettes 
exploding and causing injuries and fires.  “In most cases that have been reported the E-
cigarettes are exploding and causing fires while they are charging.  It appears that once the 
e-cigarette has finished charging they overheat and explode,” says Fire Prevention 
Specialist Jenny Williamson. 

 
E-Cigarettes have been reported 
to cause a wide range of incidents 
from small to large fires in 
people’s homes to exploding in 
one person’s mouth.  In one case 
an E-cigarette exploded and 
caught a woman’s dress on fire, 
while another one exploded in a 
car causing second and third 
degree burns to a child while he 
was sitting in his car seat. 

 
There are no warning labels on the packaging of E-cigarettes stating they can explode or 
cause fires.  The Arcata Fire Protection District would like to remind everyone to be careful 
when using E-Cigarettes and to never leave them unattended while they are charging and 
when they are done charging to unplug them.  Another safety precaution the Arcata Fire 
Protection District would like to remind everyone of is to be sure you have working smoke 
alarms.  In several of these E-Cigarette cases, many people were able to escape the fire 
because their smoke alarms gave them early warning to get out of their home. 
 
      ### 
 
For more information about the Arcata Fire Protection District visit www.arcatafire.org or 
follow us on  www.Facebook.com/ArcataFire 


